go beyond politics, domination and manipulation. We admit that our endeavour could be only a small step, but, nevertheless, we hope that it will eventually lead towards a greater appreciation of Middle Eastern cultures and their contribution to a culturally diverse world.
Issues of Anthropology of the Middle East will primarily be themed and in many cases will be guest edited. Within each issue, scholars will present and discuss issues related to specific research projects and their results, as well as other topics relevant to the region and the discipline. We also intend to expand into a general articles section and encourage submissions for this part. In particular, we welcome the participation of young anthropologists and hope for a more wideranging geographical distribution of articles in the future. Each issue will also include a section entitled 'Notes from the Field' to make available data collected from research in progress. For future issues, we explicitly wish to encourage submissions for this 'open' section. Detailed book reviews and shorter reports on books, films and conferences will also be an important function of the journal in disseminating information on otherwise often overlooked opportunities for scholars of the Middle East to come together and present their work.
Given that war is a lived reality in the Middle East and reflects the theme of our premier issue ('Everyday Life in the Middle East'), I thought it fitting, in closing, to consider some of the challenges to anthropology in many regions of the world where war and conflict is part of everyday life. Is the methodology at our disposal suitable for engaging in research in disastrous situations? Can we objectively record hazardous, destructive or shocking situations no matter what our standpoint is or what our basic fields of interests are? I strongly believe we should use the opportunity of a common journal of anthropology to question and prepare ourselves methodologically, to take some distance from everyday life, in order to write effectively about it.
-Soheila Shahshahani
